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Dear Parents, 

 
Thank you for working with us through the past challenging week. We have now established 

our new bubbles in school and have had a fantastic response to home learning. 

 

Key Workers 

We want to support all key workers in your important efforts during the pandemic. The 

government advice is to keep children at home wherever possible because schools act as 

vectors of transmission. Therefore, we would ask you to follow this advice to help us to 

minimise the risk both to staff and to children who can potentially carry the virus home to 

their households. We, of course, are here to look after your children when you are working. 

 

Reception Bubble 

The Reception bubble is bigger than all the others and we would appeal to any parents who 

can either drop a day or swap days to speak to Mrs Meath. Tuesday in particular needs 

numbers to be smaller in order to reduce risk.  

 

Online Learning 

The transition to online learning has been smooth and the vast majority of children are 

accessing lessons on Seesaw. Thank you for your support in this. In addition to Seesaw, we 

will continue to fund access to Bug Club, Spelling Shed and TT Rockstars to supplement 

lessons. 

 

Further lessons can be found on the Oak National Academy website or on the BBC Bitesize 

website. These lessons are all linked to the national curriculum. 

 

Other Learning 

CBBC will be showing three hours of primary school lessons every day on TV. You could 

factor some of this into your daily timetable.  

We’d also encourage you to maintain all those amazing things you taught your children in the 

first lock down eg. baking, art work, music, projects, fitness. These all contribute to a rounded 

education. 

 

The most important thing to do is to keep reading books – read to your child and encourage 

them to read each day. This is the most important factor in their learning. 
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Staffing 

With a big increase in the number of children of key workers in school, our staff are stretched 

to the limit. They are providing lessons both in the classroom and online. In addition to this, 

we have several staff shielding or isolating. I am very proud of the way they have risen to this 

challenge. Please continue to support us. Things won’t always be perfect but I can assure you 

we are doing our best.  

 

Free Data 

Vodafone have kindly donated 30 free data SIMs to school. If you do not have wifi at home 

and would benefit from one of these, please contact school and we will arrange for you to 

collect one. 

 

Twitter 

In the first lockdown, lots of parents used Twitter to share good ideas of activities they were 

doing at home.  This was a great way to support each other and remain connected as a school 

community. If you don’t already have a Twitter account, please consider setting one up to 

keep in touch as a school community. Tag us into your posts @StBenedictsL30. 

 

Contact Us 

All office staff are currently self-isolating therefore, you may not get through to us on the 

phone this week. You can email any queries to kate.toole@stbenedictsprimary.co.uk. Please 

also use this email if you would like to give any positive feedback. I’m sure the staff would 

love to hear it! 

 

Thank you for your continued support. As the family of St. Benedict’s, we’ll get through this 

together. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Mr M Phillips 

Headteacher 
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